
Sons of the Desert  
European Convention 2025  

Prato, Italy,  
July 11th-14th, 2025 

Program 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Friday, 11th  
From 2:00 PM Check-in at the hotel. Goody bags, t-shirt. Small exhibition: Laurel & Hardy 
3:30 PM Meeting with the guides at the hotel. Transfer by pullman. Guided walking tour of Prato 
(duration 2 hours). 
6:30 PM Return by pullman to the hotel. 
7:15 PM Transfer by walk to the Bar Miraglia, a few steps from the hotel, for a buffet dinner. 
9:00 PM Transfer by pullman to the Emperor's Castle, to see Laurel & Hardy movies on big screen, 
open air (in case of rain, at the nearby Cinema Terminale).  
11:30 PM Return by pullman to the hotel. Overnight stay. 
 
 
 
Saturday, July 12ve 
Breakfast at the hotel. 
8:30 am Transfer by private pullman to Prato Centrale station. 
9:30 am Departure by train to Florence Santa Maria Novella. 
9:52 am Arrival in Florence. (SOD style Chinese umbrellas will be distributed to participants). 
10:30 am Visit to the prestigious Salone dei Cinquecento and greetings from the authorities. 
11:30 am Meeting with the guides. Guided tour of the historic sites of Florence (2 hours) 
Free lunch. Transfer on foot to the Florence Santa Maria Novella train station. 
3:37 pm Departure by train to Florence Rifredi.  
3:43 PM Descent and meeting with the pullman for Villa Petraia. Guided tour of the 19th-century 
Villa Petraia with a nod to the neighboring and contemporary Villa di Quarto, former residence of 
Mark Twain and other personalities, and the nearby Villa del Bel Riposo, where none other than 
Carlo Collodi stayed when he wrote The Adventures of Pinocchio! 
6:00 PM Return to the hotel by coach. 
8:00 PM Dinner at the hotel. Come dressed as in your favorite Hal Roach Studio films! 
9:30 PM In the hotel meeting room: live entertainment by the Sons of the Desert, trivia quiz. 
Evening show with Laurel & Hardy films. “The Melodies of Stan & Ollie,” live music with A.M.E.N.A. 
Clarinet Chamber Group. 
11:30 PM Overnight stay. 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, July 13th  
Breakfast at the hotel. Free time. 
1:00 PM Lunch at the hotel. 
5:00 PM Pee wee Contest. Big pie fight in front of the “La Tenda” field, behind the hotel. 
Dinner at your own. 
9:00 PM Transfer by pullman from the hotel to the Chamber of Commerce Auditorium 
9:30 PM Screening of a Laurel & Hardy short and famous films clips with live music by the Chiti 
Orchestra. 
11:00 PM Return by pullman to the hotel. Overnight stay. 
 
 
Monday, July 14th  
Breakfast at the hotel. 
10:30 AM Entertainment in the hotel meeting room. Council of Grand Sheikhs. Prizes for the 
winners of the games. Authors’ debate. Dealer’s room. Videos and photos of the Convention. 
Passing of the Pineapple. 
12.30 Good-byeeeee lunch at the hotel. Farewell.  
 
Always at the hotel 
Laurel & Hardy’s photos and lobby card exhibitions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Host: Teste Dure (Block-Heads), Oasi 
258, via Papa Giovanni XXIII, 17 – 
59100 Prato, Italia de I Figli del 
Deserto - Sons of the Desert - The 
International Laurel & Hardy 
Appreciation Society - 
www.ifiglideldeserto.it 
 
Organization partner: Capviaggi, Via 
Vincenzo Vestri 34, Prato - 
viaggisumisura@capviaggi.it 
 
 
 


